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CONSENT ORDER IN LIEU OF SUMMARY SUSPENSION

HISTORY

On October 9, 2007, the Maryland State Board o_f Pharmacy (the “Board”) issued l -

an Order for Summary Suspension, in which it summarily' suspended the pharmacist’s
license held by Katherine Emery, P.D. (the “Respondent™). Speciﬁcaﬂyl', the Board found
that Responden{’s substance abuse affected the public’s health, safety and welfare and
required emergency action pursuant to Md. Code Ann., State Gov't § 10-226(c)(2) (2004
Repl. Vol). |

On November 28, 2007, a quorum of the Board held a hearing to allow
R'esp.ondent to show cause why she did not pose an imminent threat to the health, safety
and welfare of the public. On july 23, 2008, in licu of a continued summary suspension,
Respondent signed a Consent Order Terminating Summary Suspension, which suspended
her license for at lenst one year, effective October 9, 2007, and which require_d her to
satisfy certain conditions that monitored Respondent’e abstinence frlolm drug.s and

alcohol.

On September 10, 2008 Respondent petmoned for an Older tenmnatmcr the:.;f L -:'

suspension, ‘On March 12, 2009 Respondent and the Board enteled intoa Consent Order e

hﬁmg the suspenszon of Respondent’s hcense The Consent Order for Llftlng Summary : ;;; o

C




Suspension placed Respondent s hcense on probatlon for at least three years‘ and
spec1ﬁed the terms of that probat1on These terms 1ncluded random weekly urine
screenings to ensure abstmence from drugs and alcohol as well as contmued ﬂle1apy and
after-care for her addiction. | o |

On or about April 21, 2009, the Board received the results of atoxicology report
indicating that Respondent had tested positive for the presence of alcohol 1n her system.
.'l-"he urinalysis was conducted at.the order of Responde_nt’s therapist, who reported that
| Respondent had admitted having ingested aleohol on March 16, 2009, April 7, 2@09, and
April 16, 2009. As a result, the Board 'sent Respondent an unexecutent Order for
Summery Suspension on June 16, 2009. |

On July 8, 2009, a quorum of the Board held a hearing to allow Respondent to
show cause why she did not pose an imminent threat to the health safety and welfare of -

the public. Thereafter, the Board and Respondent have agreed to resolve this matter as

set forth in this Consent Order.,

FINDINGS OF FACT

This Order is based on the following investigative findings, which the Board has
reason to believe ave true:

" 1. The suspension of Respondent’s pharmacist license per the July 23, 2008 Order was
hﬁed on March 12, 2009. The Board and Respondent entered into a Consent Order
at that time placing Respondent s license on probation and spemfymg the tenns of
that probation, to include random weekly urine screemngs to momtor_Respondent’
abstinence from drugs and aicohol and ‘co_ntinued. coopegat_ionf. with ao, addiction

© recovery program. . R




| 2, Respondent d1sclosed her relapse with alcohol to her therap;st indicated that she had
ingested alcohol in the form of vamlla extract on March 16 2009 Aprll 7 2009 and | : |
April 16, 2009 o | _' -
3. On or about April 21, 2009, 4the Boerd reeeixfed %he reselts of a tolxieo.le.éy IGpO.};'t.‘
| indicating that Respondent had .tested positive for the presence of alcohol in her
system. |
4. Respondent continues to struggle with elcoﬁol abuse and addlcnon
5. Resporident has begun weekly therapy sessions since her relapse and con’giﬂues to be
active in rehabilitation treatment.
6. Resiaondent has not yet practiced pharmacy since the suspeﬁsion of her license was

lifted on March 12, 2009.

DICUSSION

Respondent has been in substance abuse ftreatment and psychotherapy since
August- 2007. Respondent’s therapist had indicated that she was compliant with
treatmeet prior to her relapse in March and April, 2009. However, Respondent’s-relapse
occurred a mere four days after Board approved her to re-enter the practice of pharmacy.

Although the Board finds Respondent is making an earest attempt at recovery,
the Board believes. that Respondent’s recovery is not solid enough to enable her to
 practice in a pharmacy where the temptation to divert drugs may overwhelm her during
this critical time in Her recovery. In addﬁion, the stress. gssociated with phaﬁnaey

practice is simply not belpful to Respondent’s focus on her rehabilitative efforts. The

Board finds that it is in the best interests of both the public end_Respondent to require that - -



Respondent establish a substantial period of successful abstinence from drugs and alcohol -

before returning to pharmacy practice,

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW .

Based upon the foregoing, the Board concludes that Respondént is mot an
imminent threat to the public health, safety and welfare with the restrictions placed on her :

license as set forth below. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action in accordance.

with Md. Code Ann., Health Occ. § 12-313(b)(21).

ORDER

Based on an affirmative vote of the Board, it is this / szay of '_ﬁ_/%%g ,

2009, heréby: |
ORDERED that Respdndent’s license shall be immediately placed on.
PROBATION for at least FIVE (5) YEARS, beglinm'zig July 8, 2009, subject to the
following conditions: | |
1. Respondent shall subt.mt to random weekly enhanced urine screenings for both
drugs and alcohol to be ordered by the Board and conducted at a CLIA-certified |
Iaboratory.;
2. Respondent shaﬁ §ubmi’é to urinalysis withiﬁ 24-hours of being i_n;tructed by the
Board’s Comphance staff to do so; | |
3. AII urine screemng results shall be negative for drugs and alcohol Any posmve

result for prescnpﬂon dmgs ‘shall be corrobmated by Respondent by submitting |

proof of a vahd prescmptlon



4. Respondent shall continne weekly participation in individual or group
psychotherapy and shall cooperate with the therapist’s recommendations;

5. Respondent shall ensure that her therapist submits quarterly reports to the Board;

6. Respondent shall continue weekly participation in a 12-step aftercare or other
group substance abuse program that is comprised of healthcare pi‘ofessionals and
shall provide the Board with verification of attendance on a weekly basis;

7. Respondent shall not practice in a retail setting;

8. Respondent shall not work in a pharmacy during the night shitt;

9. Respondent shall not work more than forty (40} hours per week;

10. Respondent shall not work longer than an eight (8) hour shift; and

11. Respondent shall ensure her employer(s) submit to the Board quarterly
performance reports.
ORDERED that Respondent shall at all times cooperate with the Board in the

monitoring, supervision, and investigation of her compliance with the terms and

conditions of this Consent Order, including notifying the Board prior to leaving the State;

and be it further,

ORDERED that Respondent’s failure to fully cooperate with the Board in its
monitoring of this Order shall be deemed a violation of the probationary terms and a
violation of this Consent Order; and be it further,

ORDERED that should Respondent violate this Order or any of the terms and/or
conditions of this Order, the Board, in its discretion, after notice and an opportunity for a
hearing, may impose any additional sanctions, including revocation and/or a monetary

penalty authorized under the Maryland Pharmacy Act; and be it further,



ORDERED that Respondent may petition the Board for modification of the terms.

“of this Order after three (3) years of its effective date if lsh'e has remained ;:ompliai;t with | o ;
its terms and conditions; and be'it furthe:, o B -
ORDERED that Respondeﬁt may petit_ionr the Bb\érd for release ﬁ'om‘?robation
no earlier thaﬁ five (5) years after the effectivé date of this Orcier profrided.that she has
been fully compliant with all of the terms of probation and there are 1o pending
complaints against her; and bf_: it further, |
ORDERED that this is a formal order of ﬂlle.Me{ryiand Board of Phafmacy and as .

such is a public document pursuant to the Md. Code Ann., State Gov’t, § 10—617(h).

%:*UMTI 1, 09 ? ﬁ/ﬁl&w QJJWW

Date 1 LaVerne Naesea, Executive Director for
Donald Taylor, P.D., President of the Board of

Pharmacy '




CONSENT

1. By s1gnmg thls Consent, I he1eby affirm the ﬁndmgs of fact contamed herein and
agree to be bound by the foregomg Consent Order and its condltlons '
2.. By this Consent, I submit to the foregoing Consent Order as a rasolu_t.ion of this
matter. By signing this Consent, I waive any ﬁghts I may have had to contest the
findings and determinations contained i this Consent Order. - | |
3. I acknowledge the legal authority and the jurisdiction of the Board to enter and -
enforce this Consent Orde; _ |
4, 1 sign this Consent Order freely and voluntatily, after having had the opportunity
to consult with counsel. I fully understand the language, meaning, and effect of

this Consent\O_rder.

9 \\b\oo\

Date Katherine Emery ' @

STATE OF MARYLAND |
COUNTY/CITY OF J]gﬂémbj

I hereby certify that on this /0 “day of ‘@5, 2009, before me, a
Notary Public of the State of Maryland and County/City aforesaid, personally appeared

KATHERINE EMERY, and made an oath in due form that the foregoing Consent was

her voluntary act and deed.

Néiafy Public
My commission expires:

 JAE HKANG _
NOTARY PUBLIC STATE OF MARYLAND g
My Commisslon Explres June 6, 2011 .




